
Beat The P
ip

elin
es

Summer 2014~Coast Salish Territories

This year on May 1st and July 1st, there 
were autonomous ‘Beat the Pipelines’ 
solidarity demonstrations in Vancouver. The 
plan is a rebellious demo in Vancouver every 
other month; Celebrating the Unist’ot’en 
resistance and preparing to have their backs 
when all hell breaks loose up there. 

 
The May Day rally assembled at Victory 

Square, along with a large deployment of 
Public Safety Unit cops from the Vancouver 
police. After speeches from a native warrior, 
2 masked rebels and an anarchist mother, the 
march of about a 100 or so started heading 
downtown along Hastings street as a flare was 
lit and anti-system tunes were blasted on the 
sound system. After a scuffle between cops 
and rebels (3 arrested were later released)
the demo maintained a strong spirit for it’s 
duration.

Two months later, about 100 people 
attended a “Confront Canada Day” rally and 
march in Vancouver, BC, on July 1. The rally 
began at Clark Park in Ecast Vancouver with 
Natives drumming, singing and speaking 
against the colonial history of Canada.  There 
was also a contingent of anarchists dressed in 
Black Bloc and carrying black flags, some of 
them spoke as well.  The march then headed 
down Commercial Drive. For a good half hour, 
the intersection Commercial and 1st Ave 
(a major artery into downtown Vancouver) 
was completely blocked. Unlike the Beat 
the Pipelines May Day rally, the Confront 
Canada Day march saw far less police officers 
deployed, presumably because police 
resources were focused on crowd control in 
the downtown area, where tens of thousands 
of people gathered for Canada Day fireworks.

Presumably these demo’s will continue 
in Vancouver and escalate when conflict 
ensues at the Unist’ot’en Camp. These kind 
of demo’s are easy to organize if you have a solid group of people that 
can work together. They also have a much more signifigant ripple effect 
in small towns than they do in cities. They can be an effective means to 
cultivate a social base, get used to being in the streets and prepare for the 
impending conflicts. 

On The Streets
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BCBlackout.wordpress.com
Earth First Journal
earthfirstjournal.org/newswire
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Vancouver Media Co-op
vancouver.mediacoop.ca

Unist’ot’en Camp
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The Unist'ot'en Camp is an 
indigenous Wet'suwet'en led 
land re-occupation camp held 
on their traditional territories 
close to Smithers BC. They 
are standing in the way of 
multiple oil and gas pipeline 
developments. These pipelines 
would not only mutilate and 
degrade the land and water 
everywhere they pass, they 
would also increase the highly 
destructive extraction practices 
such as Hydraulic Fracturing 
(fracking) and Tar Sands 
exploitation.   

The most urgent of these 
threats, the Pacific Trail 
Pipelines (PTP) would pump 
fracked gas from northeast 
BC to an LNG (Liquid Natural 
Gas) plant in Kitimat for tanker 
export. This would also clear the 
way for the multiple destructive 
pipeline projects planning on 
following this path (including 

From the Unis’ot’en Camp to Our Own Backyard
the much maligned Enbridge 
Northern Gateway initiative). 

Closer to home, proposed 
LNG plants in Squamish, Port 
Alberni and Campbell River would 
link up to the same fracked gas 
transportation matrix via pipeline. 
This would also cause heavy LNG 
tanker traffic in the Howe Sound and 
throughout the lower islands and 
lower mainland region, contribute to 
global industrial devastation, ocean 
acidification and climate chaos.

In solidarity with the Unist’ot’en 
warriors and all rebels revolting 
against industrial expansion, we 
want to talk about strategies for 
opposing these developments in 
our own backyard and how this 
relates to the growing constellation 
of solidarity with the Unist'ot'en 
Camp and other front lines of 
resistance. In order to stop this 
many-headed beast, we must 
cauterize it's neck with the firebrand 
of social revolt.
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“A new kind of thinking 
presently haunts the despair 
and bad faith that now rule 
the world. It recognizes 
that a whole order must be 
abolished, that we must 
retrace our steps, that the 
machine must be stopped 
once and for all if we are 
going to avoid going over 
an abyss...” - David Watson, 
Against the Megamachine

The industrial system benefits the 
few who are making billions while 
most of us work harder and harder to 
get by, and have less and less access 
to clean water, subsistence, health and 
happiness.

Some of us can get high paying 
job’s digging our own graves. But in 
their cold hearted program to get 
richer and richer, the bosses will always 
leave us behind in a haze of painkillers, 
psych meds, alcohol, crystal meth or 
what have you; no matter how faithfully 
we work to build their towers, mines, 
warehouses and so on. Look around 
at all the destitute relics of the once 
prosperous “company town”, so many 
times the world over.

We’re a small group of ecologically 
minded social rebels who live within 
the Coast Salish territories (lower 
mainland and south east islands) 
region. Representing only ourselves, we 
encourage self organization and direct 
action against industrial expansion. We 
are part of a growing informal network 
of grassroots land defenders throughout 
BC who are moving away from the false 
solutions offered by politicians and 
NGO’s. 

Let’s not waste one minute talking 
with industry bosses, government 

Lets Block the Industrial System
officials or any other opportunists. 
Company directed consultations serve 
as a way to create the illusion that they 
truly care about our concerns, but the 
large company rep’s and investors 
don’t really care if we live or die in their 
pursuit to enrich their own bottom line.

One glaring case in point is 
the Quinsam coal mine just outside 
Campbell River on Vancouver Island 
which faced widespread opposition 
from residents throughout the area 
leading up to it’s development in the 
80’s . The capitalists who have ended 
up reaping a fortune from Quinsam 
coal tried to achieve public support in 
the beginning, but when all kinds of 
people registered their disapproval, it 
didn’t phase the company bosses one 
bit, of course. Now their toxic sludge has 
been into the Campbell river for over 
30 years with more and more arsenic 
and mercury infesting with the Salmon 
everyday.

If we only register our dissent 
through the legitimate channels, we’ll 
be sure to lose. We need to actually 
attack the bosses interests if we want to 
protect the land and take back our time 

and space from the industrial 
system and the state. What we 
really need is a vibrant culture 
of direct action and solidarity.  

The more we are able to 
connect our different fronts of 
resistance, the stronger we will 
be. Local battles against specific 
industrial developments can 
grow into a decentralized 
mass uprising. It starts with 
individuals and small groups 
self-organizing initiatives and 
actions, and then each of these 
experiments can spread into 
infinity. 

Solidarity is the thread 
that weaves together all of our 
various skills, temperaments 
and passions into an 
uncontrollable force that can 
challenge the interests of 
the rich and powerful. If we 
organize and coordinate our 
capacities and strengths, we 
just might be able to strangle 
this industrial system before it 
strangles all of us.

“It’s necessary for their to be autonomous forces that are neither 
dependent on outside funding nor restricted to purely legal and 
political methods. For Indigenous peoples this would mean a grassroots 
movement that was neither controlled nor influenced by the band 
councils. For non-Natives, this would mean a grassroots movement 
that was not managed by the professional activists and NGOs. The 
emergence of such autonomous movements would of course indicate 
a radicalization of the struggle, something the state obviously fears.”

      -ZigZag, Warrior Publications, 2014
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     UPDATE
On July 22, 2014, 

the Unist’ot’en camp 
evicted a TransCanada 
crew working on 
the Coastal Gaslink 
pipeline within their 
territories. If caught 
tresspassing again, 
TransCanada’s 
equipment will be 
confiscated.

Coastal Gaslink 
Vancouver Office 

#630, 609 Granville St.
Vancouver, B.C., Canada
Phone: (778) 328-530



Some Tactics for Autonomous Self Organization
MASS PUBLICATION AND 

DISTRO
If you have desires or ability to 

write, do layout or kick down towards 
printing costs. Agitational publications, 
posters stickers, etc... are all invaluable 
tools for advancing social resistance 
and rebellion. Anyone can teach 
themselves basic publishing skills. For 
PDFs of this zine: beatthepipelinestour.
com

INFO BOOTHS
Again, this doesn't take very many 

people to start it (although, the more 
the merrier). If you can find a table for 
info and an overhang if it might rain. 
Coffee, tea, snacks always ideal of 
course. Set up in any area where there 
are alot of passers by with the intention 
of sparking up dialogues in a certain 
direction. An individual or small group 
can send an insurrectionary ripple.  

SOCIAL AND CULTURAL
SUBVERSION

Any individual or just a couple 
of people could organize an event 
with music, readings or informational 
discussions. This is an easy way to 
reach out in the search for accomplices 
to carry out radical projects against 
industrial expansion and we can each 
carry out our own life project towards 
complete self control. If you like to paint, 
sing, dance, tell stories, make some 
kind of music, art or poetry, it can be 
very inspiring when rebels direct their 
creative passions towards radical social 
transformation.

REGIONAL TOURS
The 'Beat the Pipelines Tour' is 

a humble example of this kind of 
experiment. Simply contact vendors 
and collaborators in other cities and 
towns who will host events and expand 
solidarity beyond your specific location.

SQUATTING
There are often empty lot’s and 

buildings left to the wayside that can be 
turned into sites of autonomous social 
rebellion.

NON-SYMBOLIC 
DEMONSTRATIONS

It’s obvious that demo’s and 
rally’s alone aren’t going to create the 
necessary conditions to shut down 
industrial projects. Likewise, there 
is much to critique of the typically 
uncreative political activist protests. 
Having said that however, it is idiotic to 
throw the tactic out of hand completely. 

The problem with the traditional 
activist protest is that they are typically 
symbolic in the sense that they are 
simply rally’s that aim to appeal to 
power and/or hedge our bets on the 
next political election. What we’re 
talking about is not symbolic. It’s about 
forging bonds together in the streets 
while spreading agitational information 
and 
opening up 
discussions 
with passers 
by that 
cannot be 
filtered by 

any media 
outlet.

This 
tactic has 
proven 
to be 
particularly 
effective when there is some 
consistency and a cultural quality. 
Opening up space for spontaneity and 
enjoyment, regular demo’s and street 
party’s have grown into wellsprings of 
social rupture many places around the 
world throughout history and into the 
present.

As much as confrontation is a 
necessary part of any social movement, 
pure conflict at every demo will kill 
momentum as well. Resistance needs 
direct action but it also needs rhythm 
and culture. The revolution cannot be 
contrived.

LEGAL SUPPORT AND PRISONER 
SOLIDARITY

Long before a movement has any 
prisoners, there is a pressing need 
for groups to discuss solidarity, and 
strategies for potential repression. 

Many valuable contributions 
to resistance can be organized 
or conducted by one or two 
willful individuals. But for 
some of the tactics listed here, 
you’ll need to be at least a 
few. These groups or crews 
can take different forms. They 
could be made up of close 
friends or people who simply 
enjoy organizing projects 
together. They could be made 
up of people who work or live 
in the same place and share a 
common perspective. Of course 
it could be all of the above. 
Their is no one way of leading 
our own lives or projects, the 
point is to begin.

AFFINITY GROUPS
Alot of people confuse 

the idea of affinity as meaning 
friendship, love or having a 
good chemistry for working 
together. While all of these are 

obviously great qualities in 
any relationship or collective 
project, the term affinity 
specifically refers to having 
knowledge and trust. 

So an affinity group is 
a group of strong willed 
individuals who explore the 
deepening of knowledge, trust 
and solidarity with one another. 
These exceptional experiments 
can lead to enhanced practices 
of creative disobedience. They 
could be organized for a short 
period towards a very partial 
task or on a long term basis 
towards something much larger. 

RESEARCH BANKS
If you have skills or interest 

in doing research on industrial 
resource extraction projects, 
these notes are always useful 
for rebels, agitators, artists and 
outlaws, etc.

Things such as organizing legal support 
for demonstrations, fundraising for 
lawyers and people’s needs, and 
cultivating bonds of clear solidarity 
with other groups are all extremely 
important tasks. Don’t confuse our 
intention though, we don’t want a 
movement focussed on repression, just 
one that is able to respond with strength 
and not leave anyone behind.

FLYING SQUADS
This can be a phone tree/email tree 

or a group of people who can quickly 
visit each other and compose a force 
for direct action. The desired numbers 
can vary, depending on the objectives. 
Some food for thought is listed below.

DISRUPTING EVENTS
The furtherance of Christy Clark 

and Rich Colemans program of 
accelerated natural gas extraction 
(for instance) is propagated in public 
relations endeavours and advances in 
stakeholder meetings. If we put our 
ears to the ground we can often find 
out where and when these functions are 
taking place. When we get organized 
and compose small groups and crews, 
disrupting these kind of events comes 
easily. 

PICKETS
Sometimes, it can be very simple 

to shutdown a specific workplace. 
Setting up a picket line blocking a 
specific project or signifigant point 
of production, transportation or 
distribution can have significant results.

OCCUPATIONS 
It can be more risky and most 

people who engage in this kind of 
action are accepting the fact that they 
likely to be at least temporarily be 
captured by the authorities (and put 
through a bunch of legal annoyance). 
By occupying key places, small or 
large groups of individuals can be 
very effective in their disruptive 
efforts towards interrupting industrial 
projects. 

BLOCKADES
Obviously participating in a 

blockade is risky. But if we are well 
organized with good buddy systems 
and a solid social base, the candle 
can be well worth the flame. Every 
capitalist project depends on main 
arteries and have multiple bottle 
necks. A very small group can 
precipitate a serious amount of havoc 
towards the disruption of any of the 
many dark hearted plans for industrial 
reproduction.

CONVERGENCES
Autonomous individuals and 

groups of willful rebels from 
throughout a region or larger area can 
gain alot by concentrating their forces 
in one location for a couple days or 
a week and carry the inspiration into 
further initiatives. Meanwhile, ongoing 
local organizing projects can be 
enhanced by the act of hosting larger 
social networks. 

SUBSISTENCE/AUTONOMOUS 
ABUNDANCE       

Many of us have developed our 
skills of basic subsistence and this 
has lead to our increased capacity for 
radical abundance. Our activities are 
fueled by the autonomous initiatives 
towards our own personal liberation 
and collective transformation to 
freedom, never to represent others. 
Some examples of what were talking 
about could include; gardening, 
farming, hunting, fishing, building, 
organizing health care, martial arts 
and wilderness skill classes for 

ourselves and our kids to 
mention just a few.

ACTION CAMPS
There have been many 

brilliant examples of land 
based direct action camps. 
We have the capacity to create 
intentional rebel communities 
that are entirely directed 
towards eco/social resistance 
against massive industrial 
projects.

DAYS OF ACTION
Throughout any specific 

territory or region, you can pick 
a day and push the effect of 
an action beyond one specific 
place. In these simultaneous 
actions, we can very easily 
contribute to things beyond our 
individual or local scope.

 

RENTING ORGANIZING 
SPACE

If it costs an arm and a leg to 
rent a social organizing space, 
it can help to get a dozen or 
two people together to lighten 
the load. Having some kind of 
space is a very important tool in 
developing our own organizing 
capacity, as well as a means to 
meet others.

ACCESSIBLE SPACE
Often it is difficult as people 

of various mobility, parents 
and children, to be involved in 
resistance projects. Make space 
for these people where you can 
and consider different needs. 
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Endowments.  
As of yet there is no pipeline 

plan to deliver natural gas from 
northeastern B.C. to the Port 
Alberni area, a distance of more 
than 1,300 kilometres, which 
involves crossing the Georgia 
Strait between B.C.’s mainland 
and Vancouver Island.

Interesting fact, Former 
BC Attorney General, Geoff 
Plant was just appointed to 
the Steelhead LNG Board 
of Directors.  Even more 
interesting fact, Steal Head 
LNG’s office is located at 669 
Howe st. suite 650 in Vancouver 
BC.

Tilbury LNG is the 
final facility we include in our 
analysis.  Tilbury LNG, owned 
by Fortis BC, is the proposed 
expansion of the existing 
liquification and carrier on-
loading facilities in Delta, BC.  
This facility’s current production 
is solely for local use and has a 
capacity of 5 million cubic feet.  
The expansion would increase 
this by 33 million, which would 
be entirely for export to distant 
markets.  Along with this 
proposal are plans to construct 
a new marine terminal in the 
Fraser River.  

A few more thoughts…

All four of the above 
facilities are fed from the 
Spectra Main pipeline which 
runs all the way from the Liard, 
Horn River Basin and Motney 
Fracking plays in North Eastern 
BC.  In addition to Quiksilver 
Resources, Encana, Murphy, 
Shell, KOGAS, Conoco Phillips 
Canada Exxon Mobil, Nexen Inc. 
and Apache are also all involved 
in Fracking in these regions.

BC Hydro plans to meet 

almost all of the growing energy 
demands with gas fired plants and is 
proposing the contentious Site C-dam to 
provide energy to some LFG facilities.

Whether Liberal, NDP or ‘GREEN’ all 
BC’s political clowns… I mean parties… 
support Liquid Fracked Gas in BC.  (No 
offense to clowns).

Ready, set, go!

Industry experts only expect 4 
or 5 projects to actually be possible, 
meaning of the 16 proposals most 
of them are expensive and risky 
pipedreams.  In addition business 
think tanks have been spilling copious 
ink detailing how corporate and 
government profiteers are speedily 
losing the window to jump into a volatile 
and competitive international LFG 
market.  What this means is that the 
ruling class knows that their position 
is already precarious and this scares 
investors.  It means corporations and 
government are going to sell the 
people out on even their most meager 
of concessions… jobs and tax dollars 
to communities from industry.  It means 

that land defenders like us have an 
incredible opportunity, if we move 
quickly, and that is to use persistent and 
wide spread resistance to once and for 
all scare away those who would invest in 
the death sentence that is Fracking and 
LFG before they can even begin!

Study, Plan, Attack
Undestanding the Hydra 

Continued...

“Our operations are subject to 
many risks inherent in the oil and 
gas industry, including operating 
hazards such as well blowouts, 
explosions, uncontrollable flows of 
oil,... treatment plant “downtime,” 
pipeline ruptures or spills, 
pollution, releases of toxic gas and 
other environmental hazards and 
risks, any of which could cause us 
to experience substantial losses. 
The occurrence of significant 
accident or other event could 
curtail our operations and have 
a material adverse effect on our 
business, financial condition, 
and results of operations.”

         -Quicksilver Resources    
                        2012 Annual Report
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Woodfibre LNG proposed at 
an old mill site in Squamish is what 
the BC Government hopes will be 
the first LFG liquification and carrier 
(tanker) on-loading facility,with 2017 
being projected for full operations.  
Singapore-based RGE Pte. Ltd., expects 
to make the final investment decision 
in 2015 on whether to approve moving 
forward on the project.  In the recent 
trade mission the Premier made to 
Asia a Letter of Intent was signed with 
RGE Pte. Ltd, which is one of only two.  
Woodfibre has its National Energy 
Board Export License (NEBEL) already 
approved and is in pre-application 
for a substituted BC Environmental 
Assessment (meaning there will be 
no Federal review).  There has already 
been an encouraging swell of resistance 
from local people in Squamish and 
around Howe sound from groups such as 
Skwoemish Action and Our Sea to Sky.  
It is integral that this pressure continues 
and that grassroots land defenders are 
supported in their resistance to this 
infrastructure to do all that is necessary 
to sever this head of the LFG Hydra 
when governmental avenues fail.

Discovery LNG is a proposed 
LFG storage, liquification and carrier-
on loading facility planned for the 
old Elk Falls Mill site just north of 
Campbell River.  Owned by Calgary 
based company Quicksliver Resources 
Canada, which is a subsidiary of the 
Texas based Quicksilver Resources, 
they plan to begin the regulatory 
process later this year.  Pending 
regulatory approvals and permits, 
construction for the first phase of 
the potential project is expected to 
take approximately four years, with 

The government of so called British 
Columbia and their corporate masters 
are planning a monster, a hydra of 
massive proportions, which will leave 
the lands and its people devastated.  
Understanding the nature of this 
Hydra is integral to effective strategy 
for stopping this beast before it can 
even begin to destroy us.  Gathering 
information, developing our analysis, 
strategizing and then taking direct 
action is the task we have before us.  
Below you will find an overview of 
four (out of 16) of the planned Liquid 
Fracked Gas (LFG) facilities that we 
believe are the most strategic for us 
living on Vancouver Island, the Sunshine 
Coast and Lower Mainland to focus our 
energies on.  

We encourage you to do your own 
research with your own autonomous 
localized groups too; we only hope that 
this will provide a starting point and 
perspective that will add to the growing 
dialogue and tide of resistance.  Our 
analysis of what LFG facilities are most 
strategic to focus on is based on two 
principles: locality and urgency.  It is 
most strategic for resistance to grow 
locally and to strike directly, thus the 
LFG liquification and storage facilities 
planned for Squamish, Campbell 
River, Port Alberni and the expansion 
in Delta are of strategic relevance to 
us in southern BC.  Also important are 
plans to build facilities that are moving 
on the fastest timelines or which have 
received most of their environmental 
rubber stamps from the government 
and thus can proceed more smoothly 
if we do not act.  Although this does 
not include a discussion of LFG and oil 
infrastructure outside our immediate 
communities resistance locally provides 
solidarity and interconnectedness in 
our struggle with other grass roots 
resistors.  This piece will not focus on 
the environmental effects of Fracking, 
Pipelines, Liquification Facilities and 
Tankers.  We all know that tankers 
spill and devastate ecosystems, that 
pipelines leak, that fracking destroys 
water tables and causes earthquakes 
and that the kill zone for leaking LFG 
that comes into contact with so much as 
a spark is 1.5 kilometers.

Study, Plan, Attack: Understanding the Hydra

•	In this publication we are 
calling ‘LNG’ what it really is: 
LFG; Liquid FRACKED Gas

•	Fracked Gas is stored in a liquid 
state during the slow summer months

•	Gas Cannot be shipped 
overseas unless it is liquefied

•	Export to Asia of LFG from 
Northeastern BC is driving all the 
current infrastructure expansion

•	The kill zone for leaking LNG 
that comes into contact with so 
much as a spark is 1.5 kilometers!

government and industry hoping 
they’ll be profiting by 2019.

The pipeline that will 
connect Discovery LNG with 
Fracked Gas coming down 
the Spectra Main pipeline 
from the north will likely be 
the expansion of the existing 
Fortis Pipeline and it will be 
completed and owned by an as 
of yet unidentified partner.  This 
pipeline begins in Coquitlam, 
runs north to Squamish, and 
then westerly along Howe Sound 
to the Sunshine Coast.  From a 
beachhead north of Sechelt, twin 
10-inch lines cross underwater to 
Anderson Bay on Texada Island, 
where a single 10-inch line 
traverses the length of Texada 
Island to Kiddie Point, twin 10-
inch lines cross to both Powell 
River and Vancouver Island near 
Little River.

It is clear from company 
documents that Quicksilver 
Resources is desperate to get 
the goods (LFG) from their 
129,000 acres of Fracked land 
in North Eastern BC.  This 
destructive project’s public faces 
are Discovery LNG senior Vice 
President and Chief Operating 
Officer, David Rushford and 
Quicksilver Rep, David Erdman.  

Steelhead LNG is the 
latest LFG proposal, announced 
July 8th as a collaboration 
between Vancouver based 
Steelhead LNG and the Huu-ay-
aht First Nation to be located 
near Bamfield at the southern 
end of Alberni Inlet about 90 
kilometres west of Port Alberni.  
Already the company has 
applied to the National Energy 
Board (NEB) for a license to 
export up to 30 million tons of 
fracked gas for the next 25 years.

Steelhead LNG is the only 
local proponent of a LFG facility 
in BC headed up by CEO Nigel 
Kuzemko.  Their leading investor 
is Calgary based private equity 
firm KERN, which is funded 
by Canadian Pension Funds, 
foundations and University 
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