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As our relations to the natural world are further threatened by the on-
going process of colonization and capitalism, we refuse to be civilized 
any further. We are not interested in dialogue with the state; we know 
what we need to bring this machine down. 

Mega-developments such as the BC sponsored ‘Pacific Gateway‘ (oil 
and natural gas pipelines, mines, fracking, ports, hi-ways, rail...) and 
the Quebec sponsored ‘Plan Nord’ (mines including uranium ones, 
dams, electrical pylons, logging, roads...), are examples of projects 
that will further infrige on indigenous territories and destroy wild life and 
natural habitats.

These are just two of many horrifying mega industrial expasion proj-
ects in store for us in the confines of the territory currently controlled by 
the Canadian State. 

BLACKOUT! BLACKOUT!
We stole the name for this publication from a couple comrades of ours who 
came from the Yippy era and have contributed much to anarchy in Vancouver 
over the years. The original publication entitled ‘BC BLACKOUT’ was meant 
to bring to light anarchist and radical activity that was hapenning and wasn’t 
in the mainstream papers. Likewise, our work illuminates blacked out (or 
smeared) events as well, however our use of this title was meant more to em-
phasize our vision towards the blackout of the industrial system as we shut 
down the bosses profit driven economy, take back our lives and regenerate 
the land. It’s coincidental that we recently discovered a deep connection with 
both of these comrades shortly after we had started the group with their title. 

This publication is dedicated to them and all the other true comrades be-
tween then and now who have made valuble contributions to revolutionary 
anarchist theory and practice in Vancouver.

With our efforts we are continuing the trajectories ignitited by comrades in the 
early 70’s at a time when anarchy was far less popular than it is today. 

Pacific Trails Must Fail!!  
Contrubutions Towards an Uncompromising Opposition Against the PTP 

Many people are aware of the epic ‘Northern Gateway’ pipeline project 
Enbridge is seeking to push through. A smaller but growing number are 
realizing that the Pacific Trails Pipeline (PTP) is already approved and go 
ing ahead. The PTP would increase the flow of liquid natural gas extract-
ed through the highly destructive practice of ‘fracking’ in North Eastern  
BC for exportation to overseas markets. If the PTP is not allowed to pass 
it would also be an assult on all the other pipeline plans that seek to follow

       
        Want to hone your analysis about PTP or Pacific Gateway?
    Sometimes a good place to start is the enemy’s own websites 
            (if your patient enough to wade through all their shit):

    www.pacifictrailpipelines.com       
    www.pacificgateway.gov.bc.ca

  Aquaint yourself with the Wet’suwet’en rebels 
 who are preparing to stand off with the PTP:     

unistotencamp.wordpress.com

BLOCKADE
GATEWAY



along the PTP’s path, of which Enbridge is just one. Stopping this project 
is a major strike on the rapid development of further industrial projects that 
destroy the land. The PTP would also help to fuel the much larger ‘Pacific 
Gateway’ project, which is aimed at rapid acceleration of every kind of 
industrial expansion. 
Grassroots traditional Wet’suwet’en people are at the forefront of resis-
tance to the PTP (and therefore Enbridge, Kinder Morgan, Pacific Gate-
way, Etc...). Under the leadership of members of the Unis’tot’en Clan they 
have built a cabin in the path of the pipeline and have vowed to stand and 
stop the PTP along with all other pipeline projects. Since 2010, they’ve 
hosted 3 annual summer action camps to connect with other grassroots 
land defenders and step up resistance.
BC Blackout is an informal group of anarchists that came about after we 
attended the second annual ‘Unis’tot’en Action Camp’ in August 2011. 
Most of us involved were also heavily influenced by our expirience in a 
three week blokade/camp against the South Frasier Perimiter Road (a 
major artery being expanded for ‘Pacific Gateway’) in a suburb of Vancou-
ver called North Delta April/May 2011.  
The struggle to protect the land is one with the struggle to free ourselves 
from wage slavery and the state. We recognize no distinction between the 
two. We are land defenders and social rebels at the same time. We are 
focused on resisting industrial expansion through the lens of anti colonial 
insurrectionary subsistence*
While always keeping the larger picture in mind, the specific motivation 
for the BC Blackout group at the moment is to contribute to stopping the 
PTP and contributing to solidarity with other battles related to destroying 
the ‘Pacific Gateway’ plan. For the last year we’ve been developing our 
analysis and strategy and doing our best to respond to the call made by 
our Wet’suwet’en comrades which we take very seriously. 
In November shortly after the second Unis’tot’en action camp, others or-
ganized an ‘Indigenous Assembly Against Mining and Pipelines’. This co-
incided with a major confrence of Mining companies and sell outs focusing 
on gaining indigenous collaboration. Mel Bazil, a Gixtan/Wet’suwet’en 
warrior and anarchist was present at this assembly and spoke about the 
PTP and the other pipelines, the impending stand off, and their determina-
tion to not give in. We participated in an anarchist contingent at demo that 
was part of this assembly. 
Shortly after this, a small group of traditional Wet’suwet’en people pre-
vented PTP drillers from entering their territory. With this, our recentley 
made friends directly confronted the company and demonstrated their 
commitment to being on the land and stopping the pipelines.

 *See our blog for more on these concepts.

During the speeches, security personnel made an announce-
ment and evacuated the office building due to the demonstration.                                                                                      
The demo then took the streets chanting “Defend the land! Fight for 
freedom!” The spirited march went to the headquarters of Taseko mines 
– a company intent on destroying Teztan Biny, otherwise known as Fish 
Lake, in Tsilhqot’in Territory (Western/Central BC).  Demonstrators again 
rushed the doors where a few gained access to the lobby and held on for 
some time inside before being thrown out by police. A speaker proclaimed 
solidarity with the Tsilhqot’in elders and warriors who are standing against 
this project and stated that these people and their allies here in Vancouver 
are ready for a fight Teseko will never forget. One anarchist stated at the 
end of the demo; “As long as there is clean water to defend, we will be 
here fighting.”
In Prince George, a demonstration took place around a ‘No Pipelines!’ 
banner outside the PTP Aboriginal Skills Employment Partnership Office, 
a program designed to train indigenous people to become workers in the 
natural gas industry. Many pamphlets were distributed with information ex-
posing “fracking” associated with PTP and other natural gas pipelines and 
the “tar sands corridor” associated with the proposed Enbridge pipelines. 
The group was met with many warm responses and encouragement from 
locals.
These massive industrial projects are being developed to sustain an un-
sustainable way of life which is destroying the planet. As energy resources 
become more scarce we can expect to see the state and business move 
in to protect these interests, over people and the environment at any cost.
In solidarity with the Wet’suet’en people in their struggle to protect the 
land, water and way of life. We stand with you, for societies free from 
domination by the interests of the state and capitalism.



On December 9th of last year we participated in organizing an autono-
mous demo against the PTP and on April 22 of this year we organized an 
anti-pipelines feast/fundraiser with info and presentations. Also in April 
we went to Victoria to participate in a massive grassroots Anti-Enbridge 
demo and made a presentation against the PTP. In July we conducted a 
workshop at the Calgary Anarchist Bookfair. All of these efforts have been 
made as a part of realizing our general stategy: raising awareness and 
organizing action towards cultivating decentralized solidarity with the im-
pending battle against the Pacific Trails Pipeline everywhere we can. We 
are intent to continue and expand this strategy.
The corporations that are fueling the Pacific Trails venture; Encana, 
Apache and EOG (formerly known as Enron) stand to profit immensely, 
and the Canadian State is implicit in it’s completion. Stopping this projects 
means there can only be conflict on the horizon. With this in mind we’ve 
started an ‘Anti PTP Fighting Fund.’ 
In our own backyard, ourselves and other comrades are connecting the 
anti-pipelines solidarity with the battle against the ‘Raven Coal’. Simi-
larly to the PTP, the proposed ‘Raven Coal Mine’ (on ‘Vancouver Island’) 
would secure the advancement of other projects in it’s area (ie; opening 
the floodgates of industrial earth poisoning). We see our resistance to 
this project as solidarity with the anti pipelines fight and the general battle 
against ‘Pacific Gateway’, which will have many potential fronts opening 
over the coming years. We think the PTP is the most urgent concern right 
now, as they are moving ahead with development at any time.
Our struggles are one. Most of us stand to benefit from the eradication of 
the richest minority who’s system is rapidly destroying whats left of our 
collective life support and giving us all cancer. Our individual and col-
lective efforts directed towards stopping Raven Coal, PTP and Pacific 
Gateway are all part of the much larger revolutionary struggle: For a wild 
and free world to destroy the world controlled by bosses and patrolled by 
police. 
We are apealling to all of our true comrades to act with us, with the 
Wet’suwet’en warriors, and others fighting this pipeline. BCBlackout 
seeks to spread out and promote the attack against the interests of the 
PTP without delay. 

A Kwakwaka’kw comrade spoke about the threats the PTP poses to 
coastal communities and the dangers of fracking (cracking the earth and 
pumping in water and chemicals to extract gas).  He spoke about a recent 
occupation of Apache Corp’s gas processing plant in Argentina by indige-
nous Mapuche people demanding an end to natural gas drilling, who say 
it is polluting their water supplies. http://indigenousnews.org/2011/11/26/
argentina-mapuche-community-occupies-plant-of-u-s-gas-and-oil-com-
pany/ He outlined Apache’s involvement in the PTP, and recent examples 
of local indigenous resistance to the oil and gas industry like the current 
occupation of Gitxsan band office by Gitxsan people, in opposition the 
Enbridge pipeline. He closed by stating that it is disgraceful for a corpo-
ration to take the name of the honourable Apache who, with the great 
warrior Geronimo, waged one of the most inspiring war’s against the U.S. 
government and their quest for gold in Apache territory.
A Gitxsan Wet’suwet’en woman, Melana Bazil then spoke. She first 
shared a statement from her brother, Mel Bazil, a co-founder of the Lhe 
Lin Liyin warrior society.
“Our people can teach about sustainable living. We all need clean healthy 
places and waters to operate from...
We must protect the relationship we have with our world around us...We 
do not own the river and salmon, so we do not have a salmon economy. 
PTP, EOG Resources, Apache Corporation, and Encana do not have 
access to Wet’suwet’en lands and in solidarity with the Unist’hot’en and 
all the people who choose to stand against PTP and Apache today, we 
are all gonna be in this stance for the long haul...Settlers and Indigenous 
communities must build a relationship with each other...We will not stop, 
we will not give up, and we will not bend.”
Melana then added her own words:
   ”In this struggle to survive in this money driven system we have lost 
ourselves and Mother Nature...Water, earth, air and fire are vital to us 
all...This is my personal call-out to you all to join me in a journey to 
re-connect to our hearts, to re-connect with nature and unite with the 
Unist’hot’en today and always.”

              Camp right in the way of proposed Pacific Trail Pipeline 
                                                                                     Unis’tot’en Territory



Statement from the Vancouver Demonstration Against the PTP

On Friday, December 9th, approximately 60 people gathered at 200 Burrard 
St., outside the Vancouver office of the Apache Corporation. Apache Corpo-
ration is a 40% shareholder of the Pacific Trails Pipeline (PTP) which would 
carry liquid natural gas from eastern British Columbia to the coast. PTP 
would transport liquid natural gas from the developing Horn River basin, 
now Canada’s largest shale gas deposit, to a proposed facility in Kitimat 
and then be transferred to tankers to carry the gas to Asia. The gas from 
Horn River will also travel east via pipeline to fuel the worlds largest ever 
industrial project, the tar sands.
The demonstration was in solidarity with the Unist’hot’en Clan of the 
Wet’suwet’en Nation and the Lhe Lin Liyin (Wet’suwet’en for ‘Guardians’). 
Located in Northern BC, they are currently opposing multiple pipeline 
developments threatening their territory. The PTP is the first of these proj-
ects scheduled to be completed and would clear the path for the proposed 
Pembina, Kinder Morgan and Enbridge oil pipelines.
While people were gathering outside the office tower where Apache is lo-
cated, a small group entered the lobby of the building from a back entrance, 
unfurling a banner attached to 30 helium balloons. The banner floated up 
to the vaulted ceiling of the lobby, stating “Stop Apache Oil’s Pacific Trails 
Pipeline.” This was done behind the backs of police keeping watch at the 
front doors of the building. The banner remained out of reach. The small 
group joined the demo outside congregating in front around a loud speaker 
playing hip hop and the whole demo then headed toward the front doors.
As people attempted to open the doors of the building, the police, and 
various other security personnel, acted to obstruct the entrance. A scuffle 
ensued which resulted in the arrest of one anarchist who had been in the 

Action Against Compliance Energy AGM

An Anarchist Report Back June 20th, 2012:
At around 2pm this afternoon at Howe and Pandora a few dozen demon-
strated against the Compliance Energy Corporation (CEC).
CEC was holding their Annual General Meeting of shareholders just five 
floors above the demo. Although a new company they have big plans to 
exploit coal and other resources on Vancouver Island. Their primary proj-
ect, the ‘Raven Coal Mine’ has faced widespread opposition in the Comox 
Valley area, where the mine is being planned.
After a short rally held on the sidewalk outside the front entrance by about 
a dozen environmentalists, a couple dozen anarchists joined them. The 
anarchists banged pots and pans, waved black flags and carried a banner 
that read ‘Defiance Not Compliance.’ As the two demos converged hun-
dreds of leaflets became airborne and rained down on everyone announc-
ing a radical opposition to the ‘Raven Coal Mine’.
Posters and leaflets for the demo called for a disruption of the meeting it-
self. Any plans to this effect were thwarted by a flank of cops guarding the 
entrance and further police presence in and around the building.
One man spoke who came from Buckley Bay (a small town located close 
to where CEC wants to put the mine). He spoke about the obvious per-
sonal aversion to having a toxic mine in his neighbourhood. He also spoke 
about the drastic effects burning coal has on our atmosphere.
Another environmental activist spoke about her efforts over the last two 
years, talking to all kinds of non-political activists who are opposing this 
mine. She also further outlined the cost of coal.

front line of the charge. This individual was 
later released without charges. This clash 
set the tone of the demo and the chant “Pa-
cific Trails is gonna fail”  began as leaflets 
explaining the action were tossed into the 
air.



One anarchist spoke in solidarity with all those in Comox Valley who are 
moving to direct action against the ‘Raven Coal Mine.’ He also expressed 
solidarity with traditional Indigenous communities all over the territory, 
standing in the way of industrial developments.
After a good half hour or so of banging, most of the environmentalists 
had dispersed. The remaining crowd of mostly anarchists marched to the 
headquarters of the ‘Bank of Montreal’  on Burrard. The group quickly en-
tered. A smoke bomb was set off, useless BMO crap was tossed around 
and more of the leaflets were thrown into the air. The BMO was targeted 
because they do business with the Compliance Energy Corporation.
The rebels quickly dispersed after leaving the bank.
No arrests.

Mining Conference Effectively Shut Down!

On May 24, 2012 the Vancouver Branch of the Canadian Institute of Min-
ing, Metallurgy, and Petroleum hosted a luncheon meeting at the Four 
Season’s Hotel in Vancouver focusing on Compliance Energy Corp’s 
proposed Raven Coal Mine. The site for this proposed mine is in unceded 
Pentlach Territory on Vancouver Island, also known as the Comox Valley.
The lemon meringue was barely finished with keynote speaker and Com-
pliance Energy Corp. CEO John Tapics mentioning that there was social 
opposition to Raven Coal, when he and the 100 person conference were 
abruptly interrupted by a half-dozen people who unleashed decaying her-
ring upon them. A chaotic stench and nauseating shower of fermented 
fish engulfed the room. Herring are only one of the species that will be 
negatively effected by the mining development. (Contrary to mass media 
reports it was herring, not excrement).
Simultaneously, coal tumbled onto the ground. The wondrous blend cre-
ated by insurgent passion was too overwhelming for the industrial capital 
bosses to handle. People yelled unyielding opposition while pamphlets 
were strewn in the air to assert the point, “It has Begun! No Compliance! 
No Compromise! No Coal!”
Those attending had no choice but to step in the mix of herring and 
coal as they quickly exited, the conference being effectively shut down. 
The coal, the herring, what a sight, what a smell: never to be whipped, 
chained, or owned into submission. A great force used to crash the day-
dreams and sick fantasies of industrial development.
No one was captured or injured. The conference and the hotel were shut 
down.
This action is a small contribution to the ongoing struggle against the Ra-
ven Coal Mine. We are through with dialogue. We do not accept the false 
temptation of economic development. We will not poison ourselves, each 
other or the earth to survive!
No Mine, No Compromise, No Compliance, No Way!
Towards a Liberated Reality with Minerals in the Ground and Fish in the 
Sea.



No Raven Coal Propaganda Blitz and Casserole in Courtenay, BC          

On Monday June 4th in Courtenay, BC (Central Vancouver Island) an-
archists executed a massive poster and propaganda blitz, followed by a 
Noon Hour “Casserole” noise demo outside of a local BMO Branch to give 
notice that there will be no Raven Coal Mine.
“These signs were posted throughout the downtown area of Courtenay 
and as far south as 26th Street,” Cpl. Andy Irvine of the Comox Valley 
RCMP says in a news release. “The signs are in reference to the Raven 
underground coal project.”
As Anti-Coal posters were wheat pasted and “Stop Raven Coal: Direct 
Action gets Satisfaction” handbills were passed out all over the downtown 
area passerby’s stopped and engaged in dialogue about their experiences 
with the effects of mining and their opposition to the proposed Raven Coal 
Mine.
Compliance Energy Corporation (CEC), as part of their Comox Joint 
Venture, have their eye on the coal under 29,000 hectares of land stretch-
ing from Fanny Bay to Campbell River, and has claims to even more. It is 
looking at both underground and open pit mining. At Raven, the company 
plans to extract 30 million tonnes of raw coal in the next 16 years, ship-
ping out 13 million tonnes, and leaving behind 17 million tonnes (nine mil-
lion cubic meters) of potentially acid-generating rejects in the hills above 
Baynes Sound.

The noon hour “casserole” outside the local Bank of Montreal (BMO) 
branch was to highlight their complicity with the project. A banner was 
dropped from the branch reading “BMO Supports Coal: Stop The Mine!” 
as people banging pots and pans gathered on the corner outside and 
gave out handbills. For over a half hour, information promoting direct ac-
tion and stopping the mine was distributed, while a cacophony of house 
hold ‘instruments’ drew attention to the action. A banner held out front of 
the noise demo stated “No Compliance Nor BMO Alliance.”
The almost unanimous opposition to Raven Coal (and all the other CEC 
projects) from locals highlights that this project is not just controversial, it 
is unwanted. In a valley known for it’s legacy of mining and struggle, the 
people here haven’t forgotten their history. The Quinsam underground 
coal mine just North of Courtenay, outside of Campbell River has been 
operational for over twenty years despite widespread opposition leading 
up to opening the mine.
While the ‘Casserole’ demo was happening, banners were dropped along 
the Main Island Highway between Cumberland and Courtenay and also 
on the Old Island Highway, closer to the proposed site. These were still 
visible days after the action. The local RCMP are assessing the damages 
of the action to be in the range of $2000-$5000. How can we quantify 
clean air and water?
Experience has shown us that despite lively vocal opposition projects of 
resource extraction are pushed ahead, often at the expense of the lo-
cal community and environment. Communities are consulted only to be 
disregarded, environments assessed only to be destroyed . We will not be 
ignored. We will stop this mine!
Towards a liberated earth.


