
The Tar Sands Are  A Disease
Knock Shell To Its Knees!

Why target shell? Shell is the worlds second largest company & drills 
oil on every continent. Shell is a major contributor to the Alberta tar 
sands, and is intent on expanding the Jackpine tar sands mine despite its 
already crippling health consequences on those living in close proximity 
to it. Shell is also implicated in many social, animal and environmental 
health crises around the world.

What is wrong with expanding the tar sands? Expanding the tar sands 
means further environmental devastation and deforestation, industrial 
expansion, and corporate takeover of Indigenous lands. Tar sands and 
pipeline expansion are destroying untouched wilderness, and are further 
empowering big oil to destroy the land and extract what isn’t theirs.

What are consequences of pipeline development? As the Pacific 
Gateway project continues, we are seeing major development, from 
bridge upgrades to port expansion causing deforestation and water 
contamination. As pipelines get approved, we are going to see violent 
clashes between energy companies and Indigenous and Non-Indigenous 
defenders of the land. 
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“Throughout a vast tract of our traditional territory the 
ecology is being completely altered & destroyed. People in 
the community of Fort Chipewyan are genuinely afraid our 
food & water sources are contaminated, resulting in a fear 
of eating traditional foods & eroding the continuation of 
our cultural subsistence lifestyles.” 

Each barrel of oil from 
surface mining requires 2-4 
barrels of freshwater & 
produces about 1.5 barrels 
of toxic waste.

Shell’s tailing ponds cover 24 
km2, or approximately 4400 
football fields. In 2010, the 

tailing ponds contained millions 
of litres of toxic waste.

Shell Fracks- shooting 600+ 
chemicals underground at high 
pressures to release natural gas inside; 
uses massive amounts of water & 
contaminates surrounding land & 
Groundwater. There are over 1,000 
documented cases of water 
contamination next to areas of gas 
drilling & cases of sensory, 
respiratory, & neurological damage. 

Shell & BC
Since 2004, Shell has 
been trying to start 
Fracking in the Sacred 
Headwaters of the 
Skeena, Nass & Stikine 
Rivers despite 
widespread opposition 
from BC Natives.
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